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THE Z1YADA OF THE MOSQUE OF AL-HAKIM 
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In al-Maqrizi’s account of the mosque in the Khitat he enlarges upon the account of 
Qalqashandl. 11 After saying that it was repaired by al-Salih, he mentions that the Franks had been 
imprisoned there, that they had built churches inside it (indicating a very lengthy stay) and that al- 







Fig. 7 Cairo, sketch plan of areas adjoining the mosque of al -Hakim, showing approximate location of ziyada. 
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Syria under the Circassian Sultans 1382-1468 A.D., 7 vols.. University of California Publications in Semitic Philology, 
13, 16-9, 22-3 (Berkeley, 1954-62), vol. IS, p. 144. 
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be present, and they made several guards dig down as far as the water table, but without finding 



The first mosque with planned ziyddas around it seems to have been the great mosque of 
Samarra, built by al-Mutawakkil in the middle of the 9 th century. 28 When built, and even today, this 
was the largest mosque in the world, with an area of 38,000 sq metres. What then could be the 
point of surrounding it with ziyadas whose area in themselves (without the enclosed mosque) is 



(henceforth EMA), vol. 2, pp. 254-65. 

30 I was unaware of the existence of this plan until Alastair Northedge most kindly made it available to me. 
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south sides of which were arcaded . 31 One can assume on symmetrical grounds that the area to the 



enough to fill all of the mosque and ziyadas . 



36 The report is most easily accessible in K. A. C. Creswell and James W. Allan, A Short Account of Early Muslim 
Architecture (Cairo, 1989), pp. 370-2. 

37 Ibid ., loc. cit. 



39 Ibid., p. 170. 

40 Herzfeld, Geschichte des Stadt Samarra (Berlin, 1948). 

41 Most easily available in Alastair Northedge, “An Interpretation of the Palace of the Caliph at Samarra (Dar al-Khilafa 
or Jausaq al-Khaqani),” Ars Orientalis 23 (1993) (published 1994), Fig. 9. 
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Fig. 10 Samarra, akla c fariyya, jami c of Abu Dulaf, aerial view. 
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This mosque borrowed many features from Samarra - its piers, building material, use of stucco, 
spiral minaret, style of ornament, and its ziyadas. Within the ziyadci on the side opposite the qibla 
was the mlda’a and a store where potions and medicines of every kind were kept, and where 
servants and a doctor were on hand every Friday in case of accident happening to the worship- 
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beginning of Ayyubid rule, enforcing the Sha c fi’i regulation permitting only one congregational 
mosque in each town, had ordered al-Azhar to be closed to Friday prayer in favour of al-Hakim . 57 
This makes it more likely that the ziyada there did indeed date from the Fatimid period, although 
whether it was a part of the original plan or was added we do not know. 
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